
Geomancy Group Tour of the Orkneys 30-04 – 06-05-16 

Ten of us gathered in a spacious house on Burray, and set out to explore some of the Orkney islands, 

famous for the neolithic sacred landscape around the stone circles of Stenness and Brodgar, as well 

as a number of other neolithic chambered cairns, settlement sites, and some iron age brochs. 

 

Home for the week – ‘Newbister’, Burray.  

  

The view from the front of the house revealed a yin-yang pattern of still land-loch to the right and 

dynamic sea-loch to the left, a siting theme that would recur over the week (as permaculture theory 

puts it, the edges between different habitats are the most interesting). 

 

The Westray Wifey, found at the Links of Noltland in 2009, dated to 3,000 BCE 



 

First stop for some was the Italian chapel on Lamb Holm, exquisitely created by WW2 prisoners in a 

Nissen hut: 

 

Italian chapel altar 

 

Italian chapel ceiling 



 

Sunday began with the Tomb of the Eagles at Isbister on South Ronaldsay, a Neolithic chambered 

cairn dated to 3,000 BCE, 

  

in which have been found sea-eagle as well as 300 human remains. 

 

Isbister plan. Debate continues as to the extent of other ceremonial practice in these chambered 

cairns beyond the ancestor connection. 



 

Lunch at home was followed by a visit to St Magnus cathedral in Kirkwall, complete with Weeping 

Window poppy installation, 

 

St Magnus cathedral interior, 

 

and adjacent Bishop’s palace ruins. The evening saw flying visits to Stenness and Brodgar circles in 

the gloaming. 



 

Monday started with a guided visit to Maeshowe Neolithic tomb from 2,800 BCE, 

 

whose entrance is famously aligned to winter solstice sunset 

 

Maeshowe plan 



 

Then on to the standing stones of Stenness, originally a 12-stone circle within a henge. 

 

Major energy axes within the circle help to define which stones are still upright 

 

And able to provide welcome wind-break. If Orkney is the crown chakra of the British landscape 

temple then Stenness circle feels like the pineal gland. 



 

The adjacent Barnhouse settlement – the largest ‘chieftain’s house’ (structure 8) 

 

sits on one of the principal alignments  

 

that connect the various Neolithic sites within this temple complex. 



 

Illustration of alignments from: Trevor Garnham - Lines on the Landscape, Circles from the Sky: 

Monuments of Neolithic Orkney, 2004 

 

Barnhouse settlement 

 

House 2, Barnhouse 

 



 

On to the magnificent Ring of Brodgar, a true circle once comprising 60 stones 

 

Thrilling 

 

At the portal pair marking  the alignment to Stenness and the watercourse exit from the circle. 



 

Lunch in the Standing Stones hotel, followed by some more chambered cairns, first Unstan, entrance 

passage aligned to ? 

 

Unstan stalled and chambered cairn interior 

 

Unstan plan 



 

Then Cuween Hill, remarkably well preserved, 

 

With three tall side-chambers, 

 

with intact original corbelling up to the roof slabs 



 

In each chamber. 

 

Cuween - view from the entrance passage: 

 

Nearby contemporary landscape art 



 

And finally Wideford Hill cairn, small and now accessed by a ladder from a trapdoor in the roof: 

 

Wideford Hill plan 

 

 

Tuesday began with a ferry ride to Rousay, with the prospect of lots more chambered cairns in which 

to shelter from the winds 



 

First was Taversoe Tuick, a two-storied tomb with a sympathetic modern roof 

 

Where we started toning 

 

And were warmly rceived. 



 

Next was Blackhammer, dated around 4,500 BCE 

 

A stalled cairn 

 

With another well-conceived modern roof. 



 

 

Fish and chips at the friendly Pier café, then to the long stalled cairn at Midhowe 

 

With most of the partition stalls in place 

 

And a new barn to protect it – could it have been rebuilt instead? 



 

Nearby is the iron age Midhowe broch  

 

With adjacent dwellings, a tiny harbour 

 

and internal partition walls from a later inhabitancy. 



 

Midhowe broch hearth 

 

Midhowe broch niche 

 

Midhowe broch cupboard and steps 



 

Tea at the craft shop, and then the ferry home for the evening for talking and thinking.  

Jewels and I had to head to Sussex the following morning, so I leave it to others to pick up the story 

and perhaps add the cairn passage alignments… 

 

PS travel notes – good to see that one old spiritual tradition still endures 

 

And if you’ve ever wondered what it is, it’s at Loch Lomond. 


