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Visits to crop circles and lesser-known sites around Avebury.
Contact: Dave Sangwine on 01858-575 869 for further information.
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28 August - 1 September 2003
Manchester Conference Centre & Weston Hotel
Contributors include:
Sergei Bondarchuck (Russia): Dowsing of geopathic zones and anomalies
in forecasting and preventing accidents and catastrophes
Leroy Bull (America): Keynote lecture – Alcohol, firearms, tobacco and
healing in the USA
Edward Bush (Canada): New techniques for dowsing for oil and natural gas
Nancy Clark (America): Body dowsing as a tool for integrative medicine
Beulah Garcin (Ireland): Tutor for the Dowsing School
Lea Kachadorian (America): Tutor for the Dowsing School and A look at
teaching in the USA
Joey Korn (America): Dowsing and the Kabbalah connection
Ervin Laszlo (Italy): Keynote lecture – Subtle connections: Jung, Grof and
the dowsing phenomenon in a New Science perspective
Vicki Lee (UK): Heal thyself (and others) with the Bach flower remedies
Sig Lonegren & Patrick MacManaway (UK): Sacred sites coach tour to the
Peak District
Alanna Moore (Australia): Dowsing in relation to esoteric agriculture
Roy & Ann Procter (UK): The healing of sick houses
Pauline Roberts (Australia): Tutor for the Dowsing School & Water. water
everywhere – dowse and you will find
Jeff Saward (UK): Labyrinths in the landscape
Valerie Shalatonin (Belarus): Electric properties of dowsable energy fields
Gordon Wansborough White (UK): Dowsing for health
There will be a Dowsing School, BSD Special Interest Groups’ events,
Lectures, Workshops, Discussions, Gala dinner, Seminars and much
more.See BSD website or flyer in “Dowsing Today” for details or contact
BSD Office on 01233-750253. Costs vary depending on events attended.

All articles, pictures etc are copyright of the author and The Geomancy Group.
Please seek permission before reproducing them.

Contact the Editorial Team:
Sally Smith
Karin Lonegren
Maria Hayden
Grahame Gardner

Commissioning Editor:
Tel: 01903-203 412
Email: saiann@hotmail.com
Sub-Editor:
Tel: 01458-835 818
Email: karin@kesl2000.com
Editors:
Tel: 020-8241 4645
Email: mariahayden@blueyonder.co.uk
Tel: 0141-339 3554
Email: grahame.gardner@btopenworld.com

Please submit articles for the Autumn Equinox edition by:
Monday 1 September 2003

Geomancy Workshop

3 September 5.15pm
Talbot Rice Gallery, Edinburgh
Grahame will be giving a workshop on sacred space, featuring a specially
commissioned labyrinth for Keiko Mukaide’s exhibition Spirit of Place, which
runs from 9 August – 13 September. (Eeek! – Grahame)

Upcoming Geomancy Group Events

BSD Tutors Training Weekend

3,4,5 October
Edward King House, Lincoln
Tutors on this weekend are Sig, Michael Cook and Julia Fotheringham.
Topics covered include classroom management, course materials
preparation and presentation as well as legal and ethical issues.

The Geomancy Group – Lughnasadh Gathering –
Beech Hill
11, 12 & 13 July (Meeting at 2.00pm on Friday)
Venue: Beech Hill
Leaders: Palden Jenkins & Richard Creightmore.
Additional talk: Jon Appleton –Goddess of the Stars
Theme: Astrology and Ceremony.

Contact BSD office for details. Cost £245

Earth Energies Group October Meet and AGM

18 Oct
Churchill College, Cambridge
Saturday - Talks:
“EARTH ENERGIES – THE COMPLETE SPECTRUM?” – Billy Gawn
“SACRED GEOMETRY: SACRED SPACE” – Grahame Gardner
“KINESIOLOGY AND DOWSING” – Sally Smith

The Geomancy Group – Samhain Gathering
24, 25 and 26 October
Venue: TBD
Theme: GG Annual Gathering and AGM, Retreat and Talking Stick

Cost: £25 for EEG members, £30 for non-members.
Book via Jo Cartmale 01604-646472

Sunday 19 Oct – Optional extra - Site Visits to:
Royston Caves, Hilton and Saffron Walden Labyrinth and Maze – with Jeff
Saward and Sig Lonegren

Other Upcoming Events of Interest
BSD London Lecture
8 July
Speakers:
Theme:

Cost: £10

BSD London Lecture

Medical Society, 11 Chandos Street
Edward Fawcett OBE
Dowsing Lost Gardens

30 October
Speaker:
Theme:

Cost: £4 for BSD members, £5 for non-members. Starts 6.00 for 6.45pm
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Medical Society, 11 Chandos Street
Beth Davie
Tunnels, Cavities and the Unexpected

In 2003 the Summer Solstice will be on June 21st at
19:10 GMT.

Summer Solstice 2003

"Solstice" is derived from two Latin words: "sol"
meaning sun, and "sistere”, to cause to stand still. This
is because, as the Summer Solstice approaches, the
sun rises further and further in the northeastern horizon
on each successive day. On the day of the Solstice, it
rises an imperceptible amount further northeast,
compared to the day before. In this sense, it "stands
still."

Welcome to the 8th edition of the Newsletter.!
How far we have come from the first 1½ page update. As many of
you know from Beltane, major changes are afoot in respect of this
journal. Everyone who was present has agreed to write at least one
piece for use in the Newsletter at some point over the next year.
While the coffers are not exactly bulging with articles for future use
just yet (just one delightful piece from Brannie about the NZ dowser
that it was very tempting to include it in this edition), we are sure that
you’ll appreciate the difference as so many people have contributed
to the current edition. A huge “Thank you” to all of you, and
especially to Sally and Karin who are joining the editorial team, as
Commissioning Editor and Sub-Editor respectively.

Neolithic alignments – Many prehistoric sacred sites
are aligned towards the Summer Solstice. In Sweden,
a number of inland Viking labyrinths are located
towards the sunset on that day. This is also the case
for the Serpent Mound in Adams County, Ohio. The
jaws of that terrestrial serpent, and the major axis of the
egg that it grasps in its mouth, align to that same
sunset. Calendar II, an enigmatic lithic site in central
Vermont has an alignment from an astronomical
platform to a standing stone that points the eye to the
Summer Solstice sun as it rises, rolling up the side of a
hill. Of course, the most famous Summer Solstice
Sunrise is at Stonehenge, on the Wiltshire Downs in
southern England. On most years, thousands of people
gather at this sacred site to celebrate Sunrise over the
Heel Stone on the longest day of the year.

For those who were not at the Avebury meet, we really encourage
you to put something down on paper. It doesn’t have to be a 1,000
word article; it can be a drawing, a poem or whatever you feel like
contributing. Sally is very open to helping anyone who finds it difficult
to get going.
From some of the discussions at Beltane, we both feel that it is time
to consult more fully and formally within the Group once more so we
will shortly circulate a new consultation document. We are also
keenly aware of the need for an Introductory Pack for
guests/probationary members and this is another project that we have
undertaken. Indeed it seems that it would be worthwhile for Full
Members to have something to refer back to regarding policy etc from
time to time.
Happy reading and Happy Solstice!
Love and blessings,
Maria and Grahame

In ancient Gaul: The Midsummer celebration was called
Feast of Epona, named after a mare goddess who
personified fertility, sovereignty and agriculture. She
was portrayed as a woman riding a mare.
MidSummer, June 24th, is celebrated by all kinds of
groups. It is a holiday adapted by neo-pagans to
celebrate the middle of summer. The origins of the
holiday originated in Wales where the celebration of
midsummer was practiced and is called Gwyl Canol
Haf. Others call it Litha –which perhaps comes from
the Saxons. You can find out further about this at
http://lavenderwater.tripod.com/midsummer.htm

Summer Solstice
by

Sig Lonegren
In the northern hemisphere, the Summer Solstice is the
longest day of the year (near June 21st) when the Sun
rises farthest in the north-eastern horizon, rises highest
in the sky at noon, and sets farthest along the northwestern horizon of any day in the year. The Summer
Solstice marks the first day of the season of summer.
The declination of the Sun on the (northern) Summer
Solstice is known as the Tropic of Cancer (23°30' north
of the Equator). Another way of saying this is that on
the Summer Solstice, a line drawn from the centre of
the Earth to the centre of the Sun will exit the surface of
the Earth through, the Tropic of Cancer. At noon on
that day, at the Tropic of Cancer, the Sun will be
directly overhead. On that day, at the Arctic Circle, an
imaginary circle on the surface of the Earth at 66°30’ N
Latitude, i.e., 23°30’ south of the North Pole, is the
southernmost point of the northern Polar Regions at
which the midnight sun is visible. (It also marks the
northernmost point at which the sun can be seen at the
Winter Solstice - about December 21).

In some European traditions, the first (or only) full moon
in June is called the Honey Moon. Tradition holds that
this is the best time to harvest honey from the
hives. This time of year, between the planting and
harvesting of the crops, was the traditional month for
weddings. This is because many ancient peoples
believed that the "grand [sexual] union" of the Goddess
and God occurred in early May at Beltane. Since it was
unlucky to compete with the deities, many couples
delayed their weddings until June. June remains a
favourite month for marriage today. The surviving
vestige of this tradition lives on in the name given to the
holiday immediately after the ceremony: The
Honeymoon.
There is an interesting relationship between one of the
most important Saints and the Light. As I said above
Solstice means stand still of the Sun. On a practical
level, for three or four days before the Summer Solstice
until three or four days after that time, unless you have
a very keen sense of observation, the Sun seems to
rise at the exact same point along the north-eastern
horizon.

In the Northern Hemisphere, the Summer Solstice is
the longest day of the year, respectively, in the sense
that the length of time elapsed between sunrise and
sunset on this day is a maximum for the year. (In the
Southern Hemisphere, Winter and Summer Solstices
are exchanged.)
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June 23 - is the Vigil of the Nativity of John the Baptist.
This is the night when one can wait to see if the Sun will
rise just a tiny bit South on the horizon that it did the
day before.
June 24 - celebrated the nativity of John the Baptist.
On the Day when you might be able to see that the Sun
has risen slightly to the South presaging that the hours
of light are getting shorter, the Saint whose job was to
say the Light is coming is celebrated! Likewise, on the
opposite end of the year, December 25th, the day when
you can first tell that the days are getting longer, the
Light of the World, Jesus, is born.
Midsommar is an important celebration to this day in
Sweden, and I have been privileged to be part of a
number of these celebrations. A Midsummer tree
(stang) is set up and decorated in each town. Like the
May Pole in England, the people dance around it
singing songs. In ancient Sweden, women and girls
would customarily bathe in the local river. This was a
magical ritual, intended to bring rain for the crops.

Trollfangere/Troll Catcher Labyrinth
Built on Midsommar
Nedergardsö, Stockholm Archipelago,
Sweden

I personally have found the time around the Summer
Solstice the most anarchic time of the year. It is very
difficult to get people to all do the same thing in terms of
ceremony as this is the peak of rugged individualism. It
is a time of celebration and wild parties, but it is also a
time to pause, at the height of the Light to remember
that from now on, the days will become shorter and
shorter until the Winter Solstice Sun begins the return
once again.
Blessings to all

Midsommar Stang ©
drawing by Sig Lonegren

On this day
Of the Sun’s

Later, on the big rock in the background, we built a
labyrinth in the tradition of the coastal fishermen’s
labyrinths built in Sweden since the Fifteen Hundreds,
and walked each day before going fishing to ensure a
good wind, a good catch, and as a snare for the
trickster Trolls, who would follow the fishermen in, the
men would run out quickly and jump in their boats, and
the Trolls would become confused, and couldn’t find
their way out to follow them, and cause them trouble
when they were fishing.

Greatest power.
Sig Lonegren
(Proof-read by Grahame)

Geomancy and International Relations
by

Grahame Gardner

What do you call it when you go fishing with the boat
moving slowly forward, and the line out behind you?
Trolling!

I’m just back from two weeks in Seoul, S. Korea. It’s the
fifth largest city on the planet and the pollution is about
the worst I have experienced. During the first week it
was noticeably difficult to breathe, and when, on a day
off a group of us climbed a nearby mountain, the smog
was so bad that we couldn’t see the city at all from the

4

summit. The smog did clear following some rainfall, so
the second week was somewhat better.
One of my city explorations led me to Gyeongbokgung
palace, once the seat of imperial power in Seoul. It has
an interesting geomantic tale to tell. The palace is
situated at the foot of two mountains, one a craggy
granite peak, the other slightly more rounded (tiger and
dragon in feng-shui terms?). A temple marks the midpoint of the saddle ridge connecting the two peaks. And
in direct southerly alignment from this is the palace
complex, a regular warren of wooden buildings and
passages through which it was easy to imagine blackclad ninjas intent on assassination prowling in the dead
of night.

there was a rather delightful bronze bowl sundial
outside (pictured), with vertical lines to mark the hours
and thirteen divisions showing the path of the sun
through the year, and inscriptions of animals around the
edge (used because many people could not read).

Another interesting site I visited was a city park that is
host to four royal tombs dating back to about the 14 th
century. All of these were constructed on significant
alignments and featured a burial tumulus on top of a
large artificial mound, with the alignment guarded by
stone statues that I found strangely reminiscent of
Aztec architecture. The mounds had a hall structure at
the base (to house the spirits?), with a stone avenue
continuing onwards to a gate. The one pictured may
have had a winter solstice sunrise alignment as far as I
could tell.
All fascinating stuff, but as usual I was frustrated by the
lack of information available in English on these places.

Looking south towards main gate

~Grahame

The main palace buildings are located on the major
north-south axis, and this continues out of the palace
gates where a wide avenue continues south through
the town centre to City Hall. Three gates at the other
cardinal points of the city are all that remain of the town
walls.
It is immediately clear that this is the major geomantic
axis of power in the city, and so the Japanese agreed
during their occupation of Korea back in the 1920’s, for
they demolished some of the palace buildings so that
they could erect a government building right on this
axis, obscuring the palace from view. The building was
constructed in the shape of the Kanji character for
‘Japan’, thus geomantically emphasising the Japanese
control over the Korean people.
Needless to say, this building was long hated by the
Koreans, and was finally demolished in 1995. They are
now reconstructing the palace as it was, and restoring
the buildings to their resplendent glory.
One of the palace buildings originally housed an
‘astronomical computer’ that reputedly told the time and
date, moon phases, seasons and directions.
Regrettably,
the
instrument had long
since been removed
and there was no
further explanation of
what it was like. It
was probably in the
nearby museum but I
didn’t find the time to
visit that. However,

You can just see the tumulus peeking over the roof
in the background.
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This is the point at which I am thinking – oh dear, do I
tell the truth and he thinks I’m barking or just fudge it. I
tell the truth and hold my breath.
“Well” he says “that is quite wonderful. I have always
thought that there was more to the earth that our stupid,
blinkered scientists allow us to believe.”
Fifteen minutes later I leave!
He was one of the most interesting people I had met all
week and I could have listened to him for hours talking
about people he knew that were into Geomancy as well
as his own experiences. Just goes to show you never
know these days who’s on our side.
Yes, he did buy my clock.

Geomancy Group News
Personal news:
We would like to extend our congratulations to Richard
Creightmore who married Julie Rocka on 3 May. We
offer our best wishes for many happy years together to
you both.
A message from Pete Glastonbury:
It is with the greatest sadness that I report to you the
death of Professor Gerald S. Hawkins, on Monday May
26th 2003. He was 75 years old.
Gerald shot to fame in the 1960's with his book
Stonehenge decoded, which put forward the idea that
Stonehenge was an astronomical computer. I knew him
personally for many years and supplied him with
photographs of Stonehenge for his latest book. He will
be sadly missed.

Recent Geomancy Group Events
Beltane Gathering, Avebury, Wilts
25,26,27 April 2003

Professional news:
We are very pleased to announce that Barry Hoon has
taken the plunge and launched his geomantic practice
at last. He is also available for private sittings as a
psychic artist. For further details, please take a look at
his website http://www.toriffic.co.uk/living_tv/index.html
He would be pleased to have any referrals you might
pass his way.
We wish you much success, Barry. Just don’t get too
carried away and forget about our websites!

by

Branwen Edwards
The Beltane Gathering took place on 25th to 27th of April in the
Kennet Valley Hall (Friday and Saturday) and on site at Avebury,
Wiltshire on the Sunday. Our weekend teachers were Patrick
MacManaway and Grahame Gardner and the Sunday on-site
guides were Pete Glastonbury and Gordon Rimes.
FRIDAY
It appeared that whilst the programme had stated that
the lunch meeting at the Pub was "optional" most
people read it as "mandatory" and almost everyone
attended. There was a tremendous amount of hugging
and hellooing as members were reunited - some after
an absence of a year or more - many members having
had enormous life changes that they wanted to impart..
For example, we were thrilled to hear that Richard is
getting married but perhaps not-so-thrilled to hear that
he may be going to live in Australia…

Gordon Strachan has just published his new book on
Chartres – “Sacred Geometry: Sacred Space”

A Conversation
By

Sarah Birrell
On my way to Avebury for our Beltane meeting, I
stopped off at a specialist clock shop in Baldock in
Hertfordshire. I was hoping to sell a clock that had
belonged to my father that I had no desire to keep –
very into minimalism at the moment!
The man who owned the shop was a middle aged,
rather Dickensian soul, wearing a magnifying glass
attached to his spectacles – which was rather off
putting and a bit Cyclops like.
After a brief discussion about my clock, we somehow
got onto the subject of vets and discovered that we both
took our dogs to the homeopathic vet in Potters Bar.
This followed a 5 minute soliloquy on his bad
experiences of allopathic veterinary practices.
At this point I am looking at all the clocks in the room for
the time, being concerned about getting to Lockeridge
for our meeting. Amazingly they were all in complete
agreement with each other! I go to make my leave
saying that I was heading for Marlborough and didn’t
want to be late.
“That’s a nice place to go for the weekend” he says.
“Yes”, I say, “I’m meeting a group down there”.
“What does your group do” he says.

Friday was also Patrick’s birthday, an occasion duly
celebrated with a smoking birthday cake, a bottle that
emptied itself rather too quickly and a little gnome to
take home.
The first session kicked off just after 2.30 p.m. with
Patrick discussing "Sick Houses". He pointed out that
whilst this subject was perhaps less actual Geomancy
that other subjects we would cover, it was,
nevertheless, very important to have an awareness of
this area and to have the ability to make referrals. It
was important otherwise we - and ultimately our clients
- would not have the full picture.
There are seven main sources of environmental stress:
Air Quality; Lighting Quality; Sound Quality;
Electromagnetic fields; Geopathic Stress in all its many
forms; Predecessor Chi and Mental/emotional residue
and finally other sources of Psychic disturbance.
Patrick started with problems with Air Quality, which
can contribute greatly to indoor stress. Contaminants in
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the air can be both biological and chemical. There can
be problems with humidity/lack of humidity and air
being either too acid or too alkaline.

Humidity and Acidity.
There is often dry air stress in hospitals. This is, of
course, usually to do with the air conditioning.
Symptoms are scratchy eyes, dry mouth and always
being thirsty which can be rectified by more humidity.
The Victorians realised that the body prefers to be
slightly alkaline which is why they used to recommend a
visit to the coast. Televisions, photocopiers and air
conditioning units will strip negative ions out of the air
and cause greater acidity. The fix is to use an ioniser
bearing in mind that they will generate an
electromagnetic field and that a lot of dust particles will
accumulate near them as solid particles are drawn out
of the air. Always check how many other items also
compete with the ioniser - if it's an office with television,
fax, computer etc you may need a larger ioniser.

Patrick played us a film made by the Canadian
Mortgage and Housing Association which made some
important points - Patrick then reviewing and adding to
the points made in the film.
Biological contaminants are often caused by mould and
mildew, particularly prevalent in areas that have
persistent damp. It is important to eliminate mould that
is found on windowsills or on damp rotting wood. It is
helpful to do the "sniff test": close all doors and
windows, leave for a while - preferably one day - and
then return to the house. If there is an earthy smell
then that would tend to suggest mould and it is
important to remove as this can have as much impact
on a child's respiration as second hand smoke.
Always start at the basement, bearing in mind that
mould is sometimes on the inside as well as the outside
of the house. Carpets and cardboard boxes are not
appropriate in the basement as they tend to harbour
mould. Mould can be cleaned by using a mixture of
bleach, water and detergent.
House mites and house dust are also classed as
biological contaminates as is animal dander from cats
and dogs.
The recommendation is not to have
companion animals on the bed with you.
The "Fix" is Eliminate/Separate/Ventilate. Always be
aware of where replacement fresh air is coming from in
the winter if you have central heating on and windows

Swallowhead Springs

Chemical contaminants are plentiful and found
everywhere! Firstly paints - some can be toxic so use
non-toxic paint. Fibreboard products can be harmful. If
building a house from scratch use solid wood. If the
fibreboard is already in the kitchen in the form of
kitchen cabinets then they can be sealed with the use
of varnish seals.
The third possible chemical
contaminant is furnishing fabrics with fire and stain
retardants. Cosmetics and bathroom items may have
to be eliminated from the bedroom if a client is
particularly sensitive. Be aware of all the cleaning
items in the kitchen and all the everyday chemical items
that are used for DIY and finally check where the fuel
for the lawnmower is. Some garages form an integral
part of the house with the bedroom above it. In this
case ensure that any extra fuel/paints etc. are stored
away from it and preferably in a shed away from the
house. Clients should not warm up the car inside the
garage with the doors closed otherwise the fuel smells
may waft upwards. There was a feeling, though, that
the group generally start their cars outside…

LIGHT
Patrick then went on to discuss light, pointing out that
candlelight and firelight is in the red/yellow part of the
spectrum whilst blue and green give maximum light.
Sunshine is, of course, full spectrum light.
Seasonal Affected Disorder often occurs in the winter
due to lack of sunlight and is particularly prevalent in
commuters who leave home in the dark, work under
florescent light in the office (florescent light being in the
red/yellow spectrum) and return home in the dark. The
ability to be creative is impaired when there is no blue
green light. There are lots of fixes though. Spend more
time out of doors particularly lunchtime, but morning
and evening when light is also good. At home, invest in
full spectrum bulbs, which have a blue green coating.
Light boxes are very intense and have the full spectrum
- twenty minutes at least but don't be tempted to leave
them on all the time.
Bear in mind if you visit a client who is living in a high
tech environment that some tinted glasses have been
used in modern homes/offices so that the furniture will
not fade but the blue green/high frequency light has
been excluded.

When in doubt remember:
ELIMINATE/SEPARATE/VENTILATE
Bear in mind that chimneys should be swept regularly
and that care should be taken when fitting items on top
of chimneys to stop rain coming in. Also bear in mind
that if you have a kitchen fan on it may suck gasses
from the chimney back into the house; not particularly
helpful for maintaining good air quality.

Patrick then went on to talk about the various natural
rhythms /cycles off the body and how they are affected
by light. He also talked about how the solar wind
impacts on the ionosphere and about the various
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ground, still burning. Perhaps we’d used just a drop too much
spirit?
After the other handle also dropped off, we concluded that
maybe this wasn’t such a great idea. However, as we had no
reasonable alternative available, we decided to proceed with
the now handle-less Quaich, with the caveat that only the
tiniest amount of spirit would be needed in the field!
Barry did still manage to burn his hand slightly by grasping the
Quaich too tightly. Still, the burned hand teaches best, as they
say… ☺

electromagnetic fields AC (Alternating Current) and DC
(Direct Current).
Electromagnetic fields are made up of Electrical
Fields and Magnetic fields.
Electrical fields are
measured in volts per square meter and don't need the
appliances to be turned on to work, they just keep
going. Whilst twenty volts per square meter or less are
safe your clients may find that they are being affected in
bed when they are sleeping with a light on either side of
the bed - they may not be aware that they are being
"attacked" from behind the wall. The first fix is to live
out doors. Realistically though, to have the sleeping
area with DC current only is a good idea * as is the use
of grounded electrical screens behind the wall and/or a
demand switch in the mains. It should be noted that
the AC current is not going to be harmful if it is at least
an arms length away. The magnetic field is generated
by current in motion and only live when the appliance is
plugged into the socket and switched on. It is measured
in gauss, milligauss and Teslas.

* Unfortunately this is not legal under UK wiring
regulations. You could, however, use only batterypowered devices in the bedroom.
SATURDAY MORNING 09.00
When
we
reconvened
on
Saturday morning
we had a general
discussion
that
lasted until after
11.15.
A rather
hung over Barry
was welcomed into
the Group as a full
member and Ros
The effects of Initiation, or could it
and Oliver again
have been the whiskey?
welcomed
as
probationary members. Comments were made how
pleased the Group was to see that Sig and Karin were
able to join us. Jamie wasn't able to join us as he is now
living in Portugal (life is tough for some!) and we all
wished him well. Unfortunately, Tony’s commitments
meant that he had only been able to join us for a while
on Friday afternoon and we were very pleased that he
had come along.
The discussion covered a large number of subjects
including the wishes of Maria and Grahame that there
be more input from other members in the Newsletter as
well as other aspects of the organisation (hence
Branwen covering the Avebury weekend) and Sally
extracting a promise from other members to contribute
at least one article to be held in the Article Bank for
future times - this article to be sent to Sally within one
months' time. There were suggestions as to whom
would be suitable new members and a discussion as to
where and when the next Samhain meeting would be…
It was agreed that Aberdeen would be a good location
in October, Ros to organise..

Patrick showed us some material called FLECTRON,
which can be purchased at around $20 US a foot and is
54" wide. (Some of us noted that it was in a particularly
fetching shade of antique gold, but this could have been
a "girl thing"). Consequently your clients could be
advised that the King Sized bed could be protected for
around $120 US. Available from www.lessemf.com
There was a discussion on field meters, Patrick
advising us to contact www.perspective.co.uk and
www.powerwatch.co.uk
After all this wonderful information, it was time to break
for Dinner.
After Dinner, ”the rain stopped and it became almost
mild and the stars came out" (Maria) as nine people
convened at the Swallowhead Springs to initiate Barry
as a Full Member of The Geomancy Group. When
Barry had been presented with his medicine pouch, he
was gifted with a rose quartz by Susie as well as items
from the medicine pouches of current members.
Patrick set the intention for Barry, who stood with one
foot in the Water, one foot in the mud (to symbolise
Earth), with a Quaich of burning liquid Fire in one hand
and a rattle in the other hand to symbolize Air. Not
having been there, I'm not sure where the Scotch came
in…(Libation and to pass around with the cake (allegedly
made from vegans!).
(a footnote from Grahame): The burning fire in the Quaich
effect required a bit of research by Patrick and Grahame.
Patrick had recalled as a child, holding some flaming
methylated spirits in the palm of his hand without burning, and
thought that this would be a grand gesture. However, as
nobody had any meths to hand, Grahame suggested trying
some surgical spirit that he uses to light incense charcoal.
However, the burning temperature of surgical spirit is much
higher than that of meths, as Patrick found out to his painful
cost during a trial in the car park at the Red Lion in Avebury!
We then tried burning it in the Quaich, which Patrick gallantly
offered to hold whilst once again Grahame indulged his
pyrotechnics ability by firing the spirit. All seemed to go well
until Patrick complained that the handle of the Quaich really
was getting uncomfortably warm! At which point the pewter
solder holding on the handle melted, and the Quaich fell to the

At 11.30 Patrick continued his superb teaching by first
asking whether there had been any questions arising
from the previous day. John asked a technical question
on lighting and Sally asked a question to which Patrick
gave a clarification: Basically, AC has an informational,
cognitive function whilst DC is to do with physiological
processes e.g. hormone control, which is more effective
to control over a long period of time. The DC current is
constant and unchanging and the same as Earth's
magnetic field. Two books that Patrick advised were
"Electromagnetic Man" by Cyril Smith but currently out
of print and "Cross Currents" by Robert Becker who
normally works with DC currents.
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SATURDAY MORNING 11.40
Patrick resumed his teaching on what I term "Devic
Stuff". Patrick said that maps help us to hold a
conceptual framework and we all use different maps
with which to orient ourselves in the terrain. Whilst you
are having a relationship THROUGH a map you must
be loose as we've all got different maps.
Patrick told us that he uses three or four different maps
depending on the situation, bearing in mind that it is
three-dimensional space.
Our consciousness has
vertical and horizontal components and we can access
seven levels of consciousness simultaneously. In the
upper levels we can access angelic beings. The word
"Deva" is a generic Hindu word meaning "Spirit" and
generally speaking in New Age parlance, nature spirit is
one that has an integrated mental body and angelic
level consciousness. Fairies, gnomes, sprites, pixies
and elves tend to work on an emotional level and are
good to work with plants but it is not easy to engage
with them mentally. To communicate you must access
a nature spirit, you must adjust your own mental level
and come through your heart chakra. Work through the
heart level of a nature spirit and you will do no harm.
Consider the heart chakra as the golden mean on the
vertical level. Human consciousness has free will and
allows us to engage with certain kinds of nature spirits
and actively re-pattern things. Human consciousness
does not extend high enough to see the whole result.
Therefore it is important to check that what you are
doing is consistent and congruent with highest ideals of
the place. To quote Patrick "Put your mind at the
service of the heart".

world in the way that we want to be known. The
winner, who won the ritual Golden Rule and
Compasses, was Oliver who made so many - and
made them so well - that he could have opened a shop!
After dinner at The
New
Inn,
we
headed to Adrian
Crocker’s
farm.
Adrian, a friend of
Paul and Shaun,
had very kindly
donated a bale of
flax as a bonfire
where we sang,
Karin jumping the Fire
danced, raised a
virtual
toast
to
Jamie and generally made merry. Everyone was
delighted to see the arrival of Shaun and his partner,
Mary. Should anyone be thinking of having a bonfire, it
was generally acknowledged that flax makes a
marvellous bonfire and is particularly good for scrying
purposes. Richard, as usual, was first to leap the
bonfire and there were sighs of relief that his
DrysaBone did not catch fire, the former still being
rather fierce at the time (the bonfire that is, not
Richard!)
SUNDAY
Sunday saw us "in the field" as it were and for some of
us it was the first visit to Avebury. It was marvellous to
be with our two knowledgeable guides Pete
Glastonbury and Gordon Rimes who plied us with
information and anecdotes. Certainly it was amazing to
be shown - on one of the large stones in the Avenue where the Ancients had sharpened their knives and
ground their grain. It was good to hear the negative as
well as the positive and I, for one, will never see the
National Trust in the same light again!

Before we went out to do our practical session, at
12.15, Patrick reminded us that in order to be effective
practitioners, we need to have clear channels and to
remember that to cross informational boundaries
without permission is trespass.
SATURDAY AFTERNOON AND EVENING
Whilst we were eating lunch which was c/o Maria/Suzie
and Waitrose we watched a film "Stone Circles: A
Megalithic Workshop with Rob Roy", featuring our very
own Patrick and Ivan McBeth erecting some stones in
Rob Roy’s circle. www.bigstones.com is Rob Roy’s
website.
In the afternoon, Grahame presented a session on
Celestial Mechanics. Needless to say that it was
absolutely superb, his talk being facilitated by the use of
a number of custom made visual aids. Not surprisingly
for a theatrical lighting designer, Grahame illustrated
the relationship between Sun, Moon and Earth, with
props and light, in a way that provided many with a
“Eureka” moment. It was particularly useful to see the
seasonal cycle represented in addition to the lunar
cycle.
Grahame went on to a quick reprise of Orthographic
Projection, working out the Avebury alignments. He
further demonstrated Jon Appleton’s method of using
just four liths (or in this case, water bottles and some
string) to indicate a number of different alignments.

The morning saw us range from The Sanctuary, where
we were unexpectedly
joined
by
Jon
Appleton, to Kennet
Avenue, stopping off at
Faulkner’s Circle. Back
on the Avenue, Jon
showed us an example
of
the
alignment
system that Grahame
had demonstrated with
four water bottles the
previous day (see
cover picture).
Following lunch at
Circles restaurant, we
made our way over to gaze in horror and fascination at
the work taking place in the Cove before returning to
our cars via the Obelisk.
Silbury Hill was our main stop in the afternoon. It was
truly amazing to hear that the top is as big as the
Sarsen circle at Stonehenge!

After the cerebral nature of Grahame's lecture, a
balance was introduced which involved making wax
artifacts. In keeping with Beltane, the idea was to
create something that would show each of us to the
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Under Silbury’s gaze we closed the circle and were
pleased to continue a local custom of passing the
mead, gifted and blessed by Gordon.

piano? Knock us out a bit of Rachmaninov, would you?
You've read about mountaineering in the Himalayas? well, you're fit for a solo shimmy up the Matterhorn
then. It’s a doddle. You see what I mean? Nothing is
really achieved. No ground is gained.

A number of people continued on to West Kennet Long
Barrow (see picture) where Jon Appleton (here seen
with
Gordon)
shared
some more of his possible
alignments.
Soon
however The Red Lion
beckoned for a final
libation
and
many
farewells.

To demonstrate that I'm as guilty of sticking my head
into a book as anyone else:
James Hillman, in The Soul's Code, writes that we are
all born with a 'soul's calling'. We are born with an
image or pattern, which we promptly forget at birth. But
our daimon - our soul-companion, remembers the
pattern and eventually finds a way of getting the
message through - demanding action be taken,
yearning for Experience.

How sad we were that the
weekend ended but glad
that our next venue for
Lughnasagh is going to
be at Richard’s when the
Geomancy Group will
reconvene once again.

Blake, again, offers us two states of being: Innocence
and Experience. He wasn't big on knowledge and had
harsh words for the rationalists like Newton, Voltaire,
Rousseau. All the knowledge in the world leaves us as
simple Innocents if we have not forged the opportunities
to translate what we hear and see into bone and
muscle memory. That is what our soul carries with it the memory of doing.
When we only read, or when we only sit through a
lecture, we are denying the internal connection between
ourselves and the universe. Soothing words - words of
wisdom - act as a balm and comfort like a warm
blanket. But the experiential adventure is a different
place altogether. In choosing to act, we risk failure,
embarrassment and shame. But we have to be ready to
embrace those possibilities simply to move our lives on.
After all, there is no such thing as failure - just different
outcome.

Fresh back from Avebury
By

John Bullock
Fresh back from Avebury, I was in High Dudgeon when
I first wrote this. An interesting place - you can see
straight up your own backside from there. So, after a
statutory cooling-down period and some serious
reflection, here's a more considered reflection on
Knowledge and Experience.

Joseph Campbell offers a whole basketful of
aphorisms:
'There is no security in following the call to adventure.'
Nothing is exciting if you know what the outcome is
going to be.'
And most importantly, perhaps:
If you follow someone else's way, you are not going to
realise your own potential.'

For much of the Avebury weekend I felt as though I was
trapped in a straitjacket. Even on Sunday, I was left
with the feeling that wonderful possibilities had gone
begging, replaced with yet more listening and 'learning'.
I enjoyed being with Pete and Gordon; I'd have enjoyed
more the chance to get into the energies of the circle
and the stones.
Our rationalist culture has embedded into our social
conditioning that 'learning' is all. We all talk about our
'thirst for knowledge'. As a result, most of us live our
lives vicariously, reading of other's experiences and
drinking them in as if somehow that knowledge could
provide nourishment to our soul existence. Which, of
course, it can't.

What's all this got to do with a weekend workshop?
I suppose it’s about balance, really. Experience without
prior awareness is difficult to imagine, so the learning is
part of the journey. But it must be knowledge for
experience's sake, not for its own sake.
My plea is for our precious moments together to be
spent in the experience of our being, in the fullness of
our time together on this planet. Better an afternoon
sitting quietly with the energy of a stone than standing
around talking about it.

William Blake writes:
'What is the Price of Experience?
Do men buy it for a song, or Wisdom for a dance in the
street?
No, it is bought with the price of all that a man hath……'

At the end its about where we choose to live - in our
heads or in our hearts.

What he is saying is that we achieve Wisdom only
through our Experience - through risking everything that
we have. Knowledge is not, generally speaking, a risky
business. Acquiring knowledge is not soul work. We
may read every book and attend every lecture, but
without the accompanying physical proving, we are
simply lost. You mean you've read how to play the
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time comes, others will be ready to take on whatever
roles I shed. Thus turns the wheel.
So what are the challenges and delights that arise from
the diversity in members’ motivation and interest? Well,
we see them every time we come together and Beltane
allowed the opportunity for them to be highlighted even
more than usual. I know and accept that there are a
few angry voices in the circle that vociferously express
the view that the weekend failed on different levels. I
also know that for each angry voice there are many
more who delighted in the weekend and who have
experienced massive shifts since then. Such is the
case every time we meet. Some events will resonate
more with one person than another. But ultimately we
need to recall that growth comes through the
unpleasant and uncomfortable episodes at least as
much as from those that seem wonder-filled.

(All quotes refer back to Ros’ astrological analysis of the Geomancy Group transits
over the Beltane weekend. This has been reproduced on page 13 for your
convenience).

A view from one place in the circle
By

Maria Hayden
We had long realised that Beltane was going to be an
interesting weekend in terms of Group energy and such
it certainly proved to be. Energetically we were aware
of the progression through from the Imbolc shedding
when I re-defined my relationship with the Group. It
was clear that now was indeed the time to invite others
to step up and put more energy into the practicalities of
running it.

Each of us sees the world from where we’re standing in
the circle at that moment – six months before or after,
we could have a very different view. Nonetheless it is
important to recognise that each view is equally valid
and to be honoured. The Circle is Unity so, by
definition, everything has to be represented therein. In
our case, it is the diversity of background, interest and
experience that gives the Group its colour.

The Group has grown strong and vibrant and now has
most of the building blocks in place to operate on a
practical, day-to-day level. Grahame and I realise that
we now need to shift our focus to preparing the path
ahead for the next stage in our development, if we are
to avoid stasis and stagnation. Furthermore there is
recognition, backed up by the astrological analysis for
the weekend, that it is inappropriate for the Group, and
by extension, Grahame and me, to play nanny to
anyone. Just as each of us must take responsibility for
our own energy in circle, so must we take responsibility
for the energy we put into the Group, the energy that
we draw from the Group and our comportment when
together, or when representing the Group to the world
beyond.

In terms of the delights, many of us are conscious of
feeling that the Group is “Home”. We revel in the
opportunity to spend time with good friends, with those
with whom we share common experiences and goals,
and many common beliefs. Even if this were all that the
Group meant, for many it would be more than sufficient.
However what the Group is, and can be, goes far
beyond this. In many ways, the past two years have
been about consolidating the foundations for the
adventures to come. I know that we have the possibility
and ability to inspire and support each other as well as
a far wider audience. We have the collective skills to
explore and develop new ideas and really change
consciousness, as well as beginning to re-establish
geomancy as being an accepted, integral and valued
part of life. After all, the role of the geomancer is surely
to provide a portal, a connection between Man and the
forces of Heaven and Earth.
I feel no need to justify or excuse anything that
happened over Beltane. * It was simply Beltane.
Grahame and I have known from the outset that there
would always be some dissent around what we do;
such is nature. However, we’re not doing this for the
adulation of the masses, rather from a deep-seated
belief that it is the right thing to do, that it’s genuinely
important. You may like to know that we had to come
to our roles via a specific route that may seem bizarre
to some of you. We could only do what we do in the
certain knowledge
a) that the worst thing that could happen was that
the Group would be torn asunder, by the
chaotic and destructive forces presenting at its
birth. As mentioned before, from destruction
blossoms new life so that was fine; hence
detachment;
b) that what we were doing was done with
integrity and from the heart and that it had a
sound ethical basis;

We have both been conscious that one of the doubleedged strengths and weaknesses of the Group is that it
is all things to all men and all women. While in any
group or club there is always going to be some variation
in the reasons people join, this is particularly true in our
case. We have members who have been practicing
geomancers for years, aspiring geomancers wishing to
specialise in sacred space, those interested in secular
space only, those who have no wish to ever be
geomancers but who are committed to broadening their
energetic knowledge, those who are happy and willing
to get actively involved in running the group and those
who are happy to come along to organised events but
whose energetic commitment stops there. And you
know what? That’s absolutely fine and just as it should
be.
Everything is represented in the circle and since energy
is constantly flowing, different people will have the
energy to engage in different ways at different times.
That is why it is important to only take on what you feel
drawn to do and if you reach a point where a task
undertaken becomes a chore, then it’s probably time to
bring it back to the circle and allow someone else the
opportunity to engage in the dance. It should not be
seen as a failure but rather as an understanding of the
way energy flows around the circle. In the same way, I
recognise that a time will come when it is no longer
appropriate for me to hold the energy and / or act as
Chair and /or key facilitator and I know that when the
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c) that we could and would pull away at any time if
we felt that we were no longer serving the best
needs of the Group.

rather than Group image, it was thus appropriate that
we should give everyone the choice of using the candle
either that night or to take home for personal use.

My main energetic role is to channel the female creative
energy, to hold the Group’s centre and to find the point
of balance, bearing in mind that this is not static; it
changes with the ebb and flow of the energetic tides.
Today’s anger can become tomorrow’s creative force if
it is channelled in a positive way. However it can just
as easily become a destructive force.
But then
destruction ultimately leads us back to creation and rebirth anyway and so the cycle starts afresh.

There was more than sufficient time to discuss the
focus for a ceremony while we worked around the table
but instead the conversation seemed to pick up on the
ribald Beltane humour. (“Finding a good balance
between work and play can be an enjoyable part of the
weekend.” – transits analysis) So really the scenario
that manifest at the Fire simply flowed on from that. I
did consider pushing things along a bit on occasion but
that simply wasn’t where the energy was that evening.
This may have been due in part to the fact that Adrian
stayed with us to monitor the Fire but I think it was more
due to the fact that quite a few of us saw what we were
doing was for personal reasons rather than as the focus
of a Group ceremony. Have no doubt that many of us
were actively engaging on a deeply personal level with
the Fire. It was perhaps also significant that we were
gathered at the Dark of the Moon, rather than the Full
Moon. On the Group level, the Fire seemed to be
about Community and celebration. Many felt blessed
to be part of that; others didn’t. It was what it was, no
more, no less.

Perhaps I should take a little time to address the two
most obvious points of (con)tension: ceremony and
Group discussion, as well as to the possibilities open to
us when we meet. It’s time to go back to the
‘responsibility’ word again. Grahame and I are quite
keenly aware that just as members need to take
responsibility for their own energy and whether they
should attend a particular session or not, everyone also
needs to take responsibility for making things happen.
If we were to impose decisions on the rest of the Group,
most people quite justifiably wouldn’t like it, due partly
to this being inappropriate to the way that we work.
With the possible exception of Oliver, everyone present
in circle at Beltane is, or certainly should be, capable of
creating ceremony. Certainly there are those who are
more used to doing it than others but nonetheless,
everyone has the tools available to do so. I could very
easily have put together a plan of how Friday and
Saturday night would go. (In fact I had toyed with the
idea of creating a Beltane ritual for Saturday that made
Grahame balk so I can only imagine how everyone else
would have received it!)
However what was
appropriate was that the ceremony would come from
the energy of the moment and of the Group.

The idea of getting out in the landscape and doing
things when we meet probably also deserves a
mention. The weekends up to this point have been
based on what members indicated they wanted when
last surveyed and, indeed, the outline for this year’s
activities was presented in provisional format in
advance of Samhain last year to allow everyone to
comment before the schedule was formally accepted. If
we have misinterpreted people’s needs, we regret this;
however, we don’t believe this to be so. It is perhaps
indicative that it is time to take soundings in a more
formal way once more to ensure that we are in line with
current thinking. This is precisely why it is so important
to allow these discussions to arise in circle. We are
very happy to embrace the concept of working in the
landscape. However we do need to carefully consider
how to implement this and still fulfil the training
objectives that are still perceived as having value, as
well as allowing time to just ‘be’ together. Indeed it
seems that those who have expressed a desire to get
out in the landscape and “do” things may expect quite
such engagement to have quite different forms and be
at different levels. Be sure that we will be putting our
energy into this project over the next few months. For
the moment, we can only say that we are aware that
different members have different needs and
requirements. We will do what we can to ensure that
these are met, while bearing in mind that it is a group,
rather than an individually tailored service.

On Friday night, this worked stunningly. The only
preparation that we had done in advance was to
choose the site, order a medicine pouch for Barry and
to acknowledge that the Initiation, should it go ahead
should encompass the Four Elements. (Grahame and
Patrick had, it is true, played with some entertaining
notions that were eventually incorporated. Barry was
somewhat relieved that those proposed by the girls
were not!) From this very vague game plan, a
wonderful, spontaneous, heartfelt and truly magical
ceremony blossomed. That many of you missed it was
perhaps unfortunate but again each of us chose
whether to attend or not. Each of those who did attend
was completely present and committed to the ceremony
and to welcoming Barry amongst us.
On Saturday night, the energy was quite different.
Although I am completely clear that this doesn’t attach
to the Group per se, there has long been a realisation
that many of us, as individuals, have a Beltane
blockage, in many cases related to self-worth and selfimage and the attendant difficulties in standing up and
showing the world what we’re made of. That is why we
felt that it was appropriate to give everyone the
opportunity to use the wax to create an image of how
he or she would like to be seen by the world at large.
Given that the task was related to individual image,

We would further point out that it was agreed from the
very beginning that small sub-sets of people might meet
up to explore specific areas of interest, e.g. dowsing
field trips to sacred sites. We would encourage you to
look creatively at this, ideally in the context of the online
forum. While we are happy to provide input, we simply
cannot arrange the quarterly gatherings, oversee the
Newsletters, potentially organise the events for nonmembers, sponsor proposals for future activity and take
on the organisation of additional meets as well. Indeed
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while it seems clear from a unifying point of view that
we should have some energetic input into this, it could
ultimately stunt the scope for creative growth and
possibilities if we were to control all aspects of the
Group. Remember that this is, and must be, a cocreative group, a leaderful circle of peers.

us are probably members of the Group is so that we
can develop and grow and so that we can find a home
amongst others who understand aspects of our lives
that few currently can. We all know that growing can
sometimes be a painful experience and also that those
with whom we share our homes frequently help us to
learn the toughest lessons. “It is relevant to hold in our
minds that we have joined the group to grow, not to be
cosseted or indulged” (from transits’ piece below).

With regard to Group discussions, I recognise that a
number of you find them trying or boring. As with
anything else we do, there is no onus on anyone to
attend these sessions. However, this does not diminish
their importance. As you will have gathered, Grahame
and I, and increasingly Sally, spend a huge amount of
time looking at ways of being, and ways of doing things,
at the energetic environment within the Group, and
increasingly outside it, what processes and systems we
might or might not need to put in place, now and in the
future, and so on.

If any of you are holding on to anger or pain or
discontent, I regret this on a personal level. I hope that
you can find a way of turning such emotions to a
positive outcome. If you feel that you need to get
something off your chest, my door is open, as is
Grahame’s.
For as long as the Group energy is in my stewardship,
the core values of the Geomancy Group are that it/we
must come from the heart, that it/we must have a deep
sense of integrity and that it/we must be highly ethical in
relation to each other, to those outside the circle and in
the work that we do. If we can really achieve this then
everything else will flow and The Geomancy Group
story will unfold as and when appropriate.

Some of these discussions simply concern day-to-day
matters and our own working patterns. However many
of them could have a real impact on what the Group
does, how it is seen, how it is different from other
groups etc. I am very well aware that it is pointless for
me to spew out reams on this, as most of you have not
the slightest interest in reading it in any detail, but this
does not make it appropriate for Grahame and me to
just go ahead and do what we believe to be right. We
have to carry the Group with us, or indeed, on
occasion, accept that the Group just isn’t ready for what
we have proposed. We also need to allow space for
others to generate new ideas and offer the benefit of
their experience. Note the comment on the astrological
climate that Beltane was a good time to “get some new
and exciting ways thought out for enlarging the group.”
Discussion time wasn’t specifically mentioned on the
schedule purely because we needed to allow flexibility
in the programme. It was, nonetheless, crucial that
these issues be allowed to surface and addressed by
the whole Group. (There were also a number of agenda
points that we unfortunately did not have the
opportunity to discuss at all).

From my heart to your heart ~ Maria
* (The only thing that I would change with hindsight would be to avoid handing out
schedules. People like schedules because they give structure; however our
weekends have to operate according to the energy of the moment, so it actually
causes people to be more inflexible than if they had no idea of what was planned in
the first place).

Astrological Transits for 25-27 April 2003 –
Geomancy Group Beltane Gathering
Analysis by

Ros Briagha Foskett
This looks to be a weekend when some practical issues relating to
both present and future members of the group need to be
addressed. There seems to be some confusion around on this
issue, and both pride and over-sensitive feelings need to be looked
at. It is a good time to do this, and get some new and exciting ways
thought out for enlarging the group.
There is certainly a danger of stubborn holding on to old ways, but
hopefully this is counteracted by the strength of the friendships
already established. This is a group whose destiny is to initiate
creative new forms of “home” and “family”, which are for both
friendship and deeper learning, and the group is poised for a
positive step forward at his time. So it is necessary to allow and
learn from, difficulties in the group, which appear to be about
philosophy, but in fact stem from members having difficulty
shedding outworn habit patterns. By acknowledging this, and being
tolerant of our weakness, progress can be made.

I would also like to acknowledge that we did not reach
decisions on everything discussed. Such is the nature
of the Group and the process – we allow ideas to
surface; then we sit with them for a while, perhaps
discussing them in circle a number of times or perhaps
just observing them for as long as it takes; finally we
seek consensus if a decision is required.
At this point, we refer again to the transits: “So it is
necessary to allow and learn from, difficulties in the
group, which appear to be about philosophy, but in fact
stem from members having difficultly shedding outworn
habit patterns.” If you found yourself challenged by
something that presented itself that weekend, perhaps
you might consider what it is reflecting back to you and
whether it might be interpreted in a different light if you
set aside your normal patterns. With whom did you find
yourself “in opposition” in circle and what was his or her
take on it? The Group has embraced growth and
expansion; whether we find it comfortable or not, this
will affect each of us as individuals and present us with
growth opportunities of our own. After all, we must not
lose sight of the fact that the main reasons that most of

There are strong outer-planet influences in this group, and it is
important to maintain the high level of spiritual focus and expansive
philosophy, as a focus for the intense energy of the group.
Sometimes this high voltage energy can be felt as abrasive and
insensitive, but again, it is relevant to hold in our minds that we have
joined the group to grow, not to be cosseted or indulged. There is a
tremendous enduring emotional depth there, but not to
play“Mummy” to any who feel needy. This is certainly one to get
clear on over the weekend.
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Another issue that may come up is the issue of playing together, or
in small subgroups. There is a potential in the group to be pretty
serious about meetings, and it is good to recognise that spirituality
and geomancy can be fun! Finding a good balance between work
and play can be an enjoyable part of the weekend, and welcoming
each other’s exuberance and creativeness. This can also then be
another good step forward for the group development, and maybe
heal some peoples’ old wounds/issues around groups and
authorities.

brought over by the Dowsing Research Group. Anne
gave a very interesting talk on the effects of electrical
and other fields on the human organism and
demonstrated how people can become electrically
sensitive to a high degree. She also demonstrated
mobile phone radiation with the aid of a scanner radio.
John Evan’s talk was entitled ‘Growth and Form in
Terms of Electric Fields’, and attempted to show
relationship between electric fields and the
morphogenetic fields governing growth in living
creatures. I was looking forward to this talk, which
sounded very interesting in the flyer description;
however John turned out to be a very nervous speaker
and he never really got into the meat of his argument at
all during his time.
Undoubtedly the surprise hit of the day was Carl
Edelstam from Sweden who proved to be a very
engaging and humorous speaker. His research into
causes of the dowsing reaction had led him to
investigate sites in the human body that are electrically
or magnetically sensitive. Tests in an MRI scanner had
initially revealed dark patches of high magnetic
sensitivity on the ends of his wrist bones. To these he
attributed the cause of his dowsing reaction when using
L-rods, which he then promptly demonstrated with
remarkable ability despite his Parkinson’s disease
causing constantly shaking hands. In all I think he
identified something like 158 such sites in the body.
After lunch served in the adjacent bar, we divided into
workshops. Along with many others, I had opted for
Anne Silk’s workshop so I can only report on that.
Actually it was really Rodney Hale’s workshop, as he
produced a couple of ‘psionic’ devices for us to test.
While I think the theory of these went over the heads of
many folk, they were based around random number
generators produced by linked series of neons. The
boxes were earthed and electrically screened by foil,
and the idea was to make the needle on the meter
move beyond a certain point by applying force of will to
the box. People also tried individually directing energy
at the box with their hands, but nobody proved
successful at moving the dial until Jon Irwin tried it
without the foil screening, whereupon he did produce a
fairly dramatic reaction. But a sadly inconclusive
experiment overall.
The evening concluded with a set dinner at the Four
Pillars hotel in nearby Abingdon, where many people
were staying, and ended very pleasantly chatting over
drinks in the bar.

Other Recent Events
Earth Energies Group April Meeting

Sunday held the prospect of field trips; first stop at the
White Horse and Uffington Castle on the Ridgeway. It
was a generally sunny but very windy day, which did
make dowsing the White Horse rather difficult! This of
course is a favourite dowsing spot, and we all had a
chance to dowse the blind spring under the horse’s eye
and so forth. Billy Gawn also showed that it was
possible to dowse alternative ‘remanence’ outlines of
the horse slightly higher up the hill, showing how the
figure has drifted downhill slightly through successive
cuttings.

by
Grahame Gardner
I hadn’t been to an EEG meeting for some time, so it
was great to have the chance to attend the April 12-13
meeting at Millet’s Farm in Oxfordshire. This was very
convenient for me as my in-laws stay in nearby
Abingdon so accommodation was not a problem. We
were greeted on arrival in the very homely function
room by a terribly businesslike Maria who was in a
complete tizzy running around trying to organise
everything as usual!

After a brief look at Uffington Castle where Susie and
myself dowsed a rectangular feature, we strolled along
the Ridgeway towards Wayland’s Smithy, a personal

The speakers for the day were Anne Silk with Rodney
Hale, John Evans, and Carl Edelstam from Sweden,

14

I did consider writing a review of the book for you but I know that Grahame
has already read it and is itching to get something on paper. Obviously I
wouldn’t want to step on his toes otherwise I’d be only too happy. In the
meantime, you might like to get a copy and read it yourselves. It’s not as
technical as Gordon’s other books. And the pictures are great!

favourite for many of us, and an atmospheric site at any
time. Maria, Susie and myself had time for a bit of
attunement in the chambers and all picked up on the
strong presence of the site.
The next stop was going to be at Seven Barrows,
however Maria and I elected to skip this one as we
wanted to head down to Avebury to do some advance
research for our Beltane event, and Susie decided to
set off back to London, so sadly that was the end of a
very good weekend for us.

Dowanhill Park Temporary Labyrinth
Installed by Grahame Gardner
And hot off the presses…pictures of a temporary labyrinth in a Glasgow
park – courtesy of Grahame. Unfortunately the twine didn’t make it through
the first evening (too attractive to local kids) but Grahame did spot an
number of people using it before he left for his latest tour.

Grahame, David Sangwine, Maria, and
Nenette Scrivener at Wayland’s Smithy

Launch of Gordon’s New Book: “Chartres”
By
Susie Zgorska
On June 4th, I went along to Gordon Strachan’s book
launch at the Steiner House in London. Not only is the
author of “Chartres” an Honorary Member of the Group,
but the architectural drawings are by another known
well to us, none other than Oliver!

These two piccys are of the Dowanhill Park, Glasgow
temporary labyrinth, that I created for the park Fun Day
on June 14.

There was a packed room, all eager to hear Gordon
and Oliver speak.

The design I chose to work with was the 7-circuit
classical form, laid out in two colours of line-marking
paint and fluroescent twine. I marked it out using Robert
Ferre's rope method, which went pretty well and was
quite quick. The uneven terrain did make for some
variations in path width however!

Gordon presented some geometry from Chartres in his
usual humorous way. For those of us who find sacred
geometry somewhat taxing, Gordon does have a way of
keeping your attention.
Oliver spoke about how the energies of Chartres and
such buildings affect us and help us to get in touch with
our own divine purpose. I was most interested in the
idea that the cathedral may have its own aura. Dowsers
have matched the chakra system in the cathedral with
that in the human body. The pictures in the book show
what the energy may well look like and this explains
why so many people are drawn to Chartres.

The entrance and axis is oriented towards the June 14
sunset, taking into account the roofline of houses.

To finish off the evening, a piece of moving music,
called “De Profundis” by Arvo Pärt, performed by the
Hilliard Ensemble, was played. The curtains were
drawn, the lights went off and we took ourselves into
Chartres. Whilst the music was played, slides of the
inside of the cathedral were shown. It was amazingly
still and peaceful. After the music stopped everybody
stayed quiet enjoying an incredibly peaceful space.
At the beginning of the evening I brought two copies of
the book for other people but the presentation was so
wonderful that I was inspired to buy my own copy and
think about when I could take a trip there!
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