The Geomancy Group Update
Samhain 2001
We open this edition of the Update with a report from Grahame on our first group
event – the Stone Circle Camp at Beech Hill in East Sussex. We very much
appreciate Richard offering us the wonderful opportunity to participate in this camp
as well as the chance to ‘play’ in his orgone accumulator. So, thank you, Richard.
We hope that we’ll be able to visit your ‘geomancers’ playground’ again.
Construction Diary from Beech Hill Stone Circle.
For those of the group who didn’t make Richard’s camp, here’s an account of what went on. Bit of an
epic, I’m afraid!
I flew into Gatwick from Riga the Saturday before and, after a couple of days in London met up with
Maria to go down to Richard’s place. We had intended to go on Tuesday as we were keen to do some
megalithic engineering with Ivan McBeth, and even set off Tuesday evening, but the weather was
atrocious and we were forced to turn back. This confirmed a dowsing test earlier when I’d asked which
day we should go, and got ‘Wednesday’. Always listen to your first answer!
So we arrived early Wednesday afternoon, and walked up the field to get our first look at the site.
The circle of nine stones was already complete, and the remaining stone was the final one, an outlier in
the north that would point to the North Star. The stones, picked by Ivan, were brought from a quarry in
Portland, which is the last one in the country that still vibrates the stones out rather then blasting, and
are a lovely white limestone that has lots of shells and fossils visible in it. Many plants and flowers in
pots also populated the circle, a ‘sacred garden’ that had been touring the festivals all summer, and
would be incorporated into the decorations of the circle for Saturday night’s equinox ceremony.
Ivan was over at the far side of the field with a few other stone-workers. They had just managed to raise
the stone onto its cradle of planks and rollers, having had a hard time persuading it to part company
with the ground that it had been lying on all year since being dumped off the lorry that brought it. It was
quite comfortable lying where it was, it was in tune with the dragon energies, and it didn’t want to move,
thank you very much. It had taken most of Monday and part of Tuesday just to get it up onto the rollers.
This also happened to be the biggest stone in the group, and the heaviest at just under 9 tons.
We joined in as everyone made a circle around the stone, touching pinkies, and ommed and toned at it
for a bit, visualising where it had to go and generally thinking light thoughts at it. I swear, after a couple
of minutes of this you could feel the stone rocking gently back and forth. It wanted to move!
After some further instruction from Ivan, we started attaching ropes and straps to it to winch it round the
field. Not quite as easy as it sounds, this. We had no anchor point for the winch at this stage, and had
to use a Land Rover and a Toyota pickup braced side by side as an anchor. But we were not pulling
with the vehicles at all; they merely served as an anchor.
I was quite pleased to find that the main pulling cable was made of steel and went through a hand
winch (but the steel never touched the stone itself). If you remember from his slide presentation, Ivan
previously used a more authentic device known as the 'Spanish windlass', which involves 'winding up'
two twisted ropes in the manner of a rubber-band-powered model plane, using large planks. However,

1

this device is spectacularly dangerous if it gets out of control, and he opted for the safer winch after
someone suffered a broken arm during construction of a previous circle.
After lunch, and with two more bodies on the case, the stone was soon persuaded to move along its
wooden ‘railway’ of large planks. The stone itself sat on a wooden chassis on top of rollers that moved
along the track. It moved easily, although the process wasn't particularly fast as we stopped every
couple of feet to move rollers from back to front and move planks about for the track; but the energy
was high and controlled, and the stone really wanted to move with us. By the end of the afternoon, we
had moved it a quarter of the way round the circle to where it wanted to be; an unprecedented
achievement in this particular circle, according to Ivan.
After a great meal in the communal cottage that served as eating and toilet facilities, we retired to our
tents in the next field, and we both slept like the proverbial big round wooden things.
Thursday began with building a geodesic dome (another useful skill) for the equinox party, and it was
early afternoon before we linked hands around the stone again. Today was a bit slower, as we had the
trickier task of turning the stone on its axis so that it was oriented properly for its final position. Quite
technical bit this, and it involved much manoeuvring of rollers and moving vehicles about. We managed
to use a couple of the existing stones as anchors for some of it, but for the final few feet we were back
to using the two vehicles. By the end of the day the stone was more-or-less aligned north to south, and
lay on the ground just a few feet north of where its hole would be.
Next day, we had to raise the stone up about a foot and a half and get it back onto rollers again, prior to
digging the hole for it to drop into. So intense focus and concentration was required as teams
manhandled two telegraph poles into place as levers, and others placed or adjusted big planks and
beams (known as 'stollage') into place under the stone as first one end, then the other were raised up
by the two levers. Then after lunch it was all hands to the shovels and picks as we started to dig the
hole for it to drop into. We couldn't get this as deep as Ivan wanted due to an absolutely sold layer of
rock about four feet down, so that *had* to be enough.
It's really intense work energetically, and even those who were not actually labouring were tired from
just holding the energy. But by the end of the day we were nearly there, having positioned the stone
over the hole and raised it up to a height of around four feet. But we were behind schedule now, and
there was still a lot of work to do on Saturday, the equinox.
More of the group turned up; Maryrose and Jamie arrived during the day, and Sara, Susie and Nicola
arrived during the evening so we tried to lay some plans for the weekend. But Maria and I were so
committed to the stone by now that we just had to carry on with it on Saturday.
Next morning Sean and Paul arrived at the camp. Work on the stone was so intense that I almost failed
to notice. It took the best part of the day to get the stone up to its final height. We almost ran out of
stollage a couple of times as we rebuilt the support structure under the stone. Then more delicate
positioning of the stone, strapping a telegraph pole underneath the stone to act as pivot, and adjusting
the stollage for the final manoeuvre where the stone would pivot into position and (hopefully) drop into
the hole. The sun had set as we frantically dug smaller postholes at the side of the stone, where logs
would be sunk as brake posts to arrest the pivot if the stone showed a tendency to fall forwards when it
went into the hole. This operation was finished by torchlight. John, who had arrived that day, was
delighted to be asked to join in on one of the big telegraph pole levers.
Lots of people had gathered for the midnight dedication ceremony and equinox celebration, the band
(Kangaroo Moon) were setting up in the dome, and candles were being lit; but those of us working on
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the stone held the focus and worked frantically to get this finished. Ivan was determined that it was
going in this night, and indeed so were the rest of us! By candlelight, offerings were placed in the hole
as people gave their own blessings to the stone. This did involve climbing into the hole underneath 9
tons of carefully balanced stone, so there was always that slight risk of things going wrong. But we held
the energy together as long as we could, until even Ivan asked people to finish up as he wasn't entirely
confident on the safety due to the size of the stone....well needless to say that sped things up
considerably! I satisfied myself with a cleansing with my new Latvian rattly-jingly thing (can’t remember
the name of it, but it’s a nice noise!).
By this time it was about 10 pm and very dark, although the crescent moon was up. Some final
adjustments were made to the stollage, to the sound of drums and chanting, and a temporary brace
was placed under the front of the stone as the levers and stollage were carefully removed. I was
watching from the side of the stone and suddenly sensed things shifting, just as the last stollage was
removed (I think by Maria?). Just time for a shouted warning, and suddenly the brace bent like a
banana and then snapped, and the monster megalith dropped into position with a tremendous thump, a
rush of energy from the rest of the stones, and cheers from the assembled multitudes. Talk about
grounding your energy! All of the stone workers were completely shattered afterwards. The huge
stone, which had been so willing to work with us, had waited just exactly long enough for the last piece
of stollage at the front to be removed and everyone to get clear, before the brace had given way,
snapping in two. It could hardly have been better behaved.
Closer inspection showed that it wasn't sitting as vertical as planned, probably due to the hole not being
quite deep enough. It was also sitting a little to one side so wasn't pointing at the North Star as it
should. As the circle wasn't technically complete Richard felt that we couldn't exactly do a dedication
ceremony, and settled for much music and dancing instead, with midnight being marked by three
rockets.
In the light of day the stone was clearly quite happy to sit more or less where it was, and efforts to
winch it more vertical proved fruitless. It's very difficult to do this at the best of times as it requires much
more effort, and in this case it proved too much for the hand winches. It was possible to move it
sideways a little so the top was pointing in the right direction, and once there it actually looked right,
leaning a little towards the north, so it was decided to leave it there and let the hole be filled.
We didn't get involved with this, as our group still had to fit in a meeting of our own. So we took
ourselves off into the forest to do some further dowsing practice with Shaun and Paul, after I gave a
brief grounding exercise. We found a great example of a tree distorting to be over a water line, and Paul
and Shaun demonstrated with muscle-testing how the weakening effect of standing on the edge line
could be negated by holding onto the tree – literally ‘earthing’ the energy.
We also practised finding energy leys and blind springs, and noting their physiological effects on us.
Then to a pub lunch where we discussed what our next meeting 7-9 December was going to be about.
John has very kindly offered his place for that, and it is still planned that we will do space clearing, with
a possible ceremony.
We also discussed the name thing – opinions were still varied, with EGG (European Geomancy Group)
vying with BIGG (British Isles G.G.), or Shaun’s suggestion of COG (Circle of Geomancers). This one
may run for a while yet, so in the meantime we agreed to adopt the ‘lowest common denominator’ of
just ‘The Geomancy Group’, which had been what we had all been introducing ourselves as all
weekend anyway. If anyone has any better suggestions, or has a favourite among those listed, please
let’s hear from you!
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Thanks to Richard for a wonderful time and hosting our first meeting; thanks to Shaun and Paul for the
advanced dowsing lessons, thanks to John for agreeing to host the next meeting in Dorchester, and
thanks to everyone who came. Here’s to the next one!
Grahame Gardner
September 2001
And thanks to Grahame for that highly evocative review.
___________________________________________________________________

News
Geomancy Group Website
As Grahame mentioned, we’re now using The Geomancy Group as our name. Maria has registered
our website (www.geomancygroup.org) and has arranged hosting facilities, though we haven’t loaded
any pages to date. Grahame and Maria have been working on this project for some time now.
However as the design of a site and the writing of content for it is a slow process, there isn’t much to
show just yet. Also as Maria is hand-coded the HTML, it is quite a big undertaking, with a steep
learning curve, at the moment but it should prove to be very beneficial in the longer term.
If anyone has an article that he or she would like to submit for publication on the site, kindly take a copy
(or preferably two) along to the next meeting or submit it to Maria or Grahame. We cannot guarantee to
publish everything as we need to avoid duplication etc., as well as taking some care where we pitch
ourselves, but we will endeavour to use as much as we can. We hope to keep the length of the web
pages down, to speed up download time so please try and keep articles brief or break longer pieces
down into sections. You should also note that while pictures and graphics do add interest, they also
take a long time to download so please use them sparingly.
Dowsing Weekends
It was wonderful to see so many of our group at the BSD EEG meeting in Northampton over the
weekend of 27-28 October. Sarah, Brannie, Shaun, Paul, Tony, Sara, Jamie, Grahame and Maria were
all there for either one or two days. We were sorry that Sig was unable to attend, due to the impending
Labyrinth Society Conference.
On Saturday, we had tutition from Joey Korn on a number of different methods of deviceless dowsing,
amongst other topics. We were all pleased to find that our skill levels compared very favourably with
many of the other participants. This was followed by a fascinating display of energy spirals at work, as
well as the effects of waterlines, given by Billy Gawn, Chairman of the Earth Energies Group.
On Sunday we had more presentations from Joey, most notably on the Kabbalistic Tree of Life pattern
as found around each of us and imprinted on our beds. The other speaker was Arthur Bailey who gave
us the chance to play with his newly devised geopathic stress reducing (and generating) devices.
We are sure that the weekend with Joey (3-4 November), organised by the Wyvern Dowsers, will be
very successful. More of our number will have the opportunity to meet then.
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Logo
Grahame has been playing around with some ideas for a suitable logo for us and has been joined in
this by John and Jamie. If anyone else has any amazing ideas, please draw them up and take them (or
send them, if you cannot attend) along for consideration.
Sally Ann
In case you don’t already know this, Sally will be unable to join us in December as she is currently in
India undertaking an Ayurvedic de-tox programme. She has been staying in a clinic in Bombay for the
past month and will be there for another three weeks or so. After that she plans on travelling for a while
and expects to be back in the UK in February. Sally says ‘Hello’ to everyone and that she misses us
almost as much as she misses ‘something crunchy to eat’! (She’s been on a diet of something akin to
baby food for quite a while now). She regrets that she’ll miss the next weekend but hopes to be back
for the Spring meeting. By the way, Sally has access to email (saiann@hotmail.com, her new address)
and would love to hear from you.

Upcoming Events
Next Meeting – 7,8,9 December 2001
The next big event is of course our upcoming meeting at John’s house in Dorset over the weekend of 78-9 December. We hope that the fairly comprehensive pack that you have received will be able to
answer most of your queries but if you need any further information, please contact John, Grahame or
Maria. We do need a speedy response, however, and would ask you to return the Confirmation Sheet
to John as soon as possible. You may call him with the details if you prefer.
The main theme for the weekend is Space Clearing, though we will also look at Altars and Ceremony.
Please note that this will be a very intensive weekend so be prepared! We plan on working the whole
way through the consultation process, from the first contact with the client, to the preparation for, and
completion of, the Space Clearing, through to follow-up.
Although Space Clearing is a topic that may be new to some members of the group, we are very aware
that many of you currently perform Space Clearing Ceremonies of one sort or another. As this
workshop will be very much an exchange of skills, we hope that everyone will actively participate and
demonstrate his or her own preferred methods. For those who haven’t done anything like this before,
the weekend should represent a wonderful learning opportunity, especially as you will have the chance
to participate in a full Space Clearing Ceremony with a highly skilled group of practioners.
If this is your first introduction to the subject, you might like to read something about Space Clearing
before the workshop, to ensure that you get the maximum benefit from the weekend.
Recommended books
▪ ‘Creating Sacred Space with Feng Shui’ by Karen Kingston, publ. Piatkus, 1996
▪ ‘Clear your Clutter with Feng Shui’ by Karen Kingston, publ. Piatkus 1998
▪ ‘Sacred Space’ by Denise Linn, publ. Rider, 1995
▪ ‘Altars’ by Denise Linn, publ. Random House, 1999
There is also the possibility of a site visit after lunch on Sunday. However this will be dependent on the
weather and also on everyone’s energy levels at the time.
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The Golden Ruler and Compass
The most prestigious prize in our geomantic community, The Golden Ruler and Compasses, will once
again be presented on Sunday. On this occasion the award will be offered for ‘the most inventive
space clearing tool’ wielded by a member of the group. Thinking caps on!
Astrology & Divination Weekend
Grahame has received a note from Ros Briagha, telling him of an event that she is organising for the
Imbolc weekend. Please contact Grahame if you’re interested in participating in this workshop. Here
are the details that we have been given.
Workshop : Astrology and Divination
Led by: Ros Briagha and her partner Jamie
Dates: 1,2,3 February 2002
Venue: Quantock Hills Youth Hostel, Somerset
Cost: £50, including accommodation and meals
"A weekend exploring both the practice and theory of Divination, using Astrology, Runes, Tarot and
Dowsing, in a beautiful location on the North Somerset coast.
"For both beginners and those already interested, a chance to try different approaches, make your
won divinatory tools, and enjoy sociable discussions on this subject.
"Included in the price (£50) are vegetarian meals, shared bedrooms, warm fires and (hopefully!) a
walk in the woods, where deer wander and many bird-species thrive".
___________________________________________________________________

We look forward to seeing most of you in December. In the meantime

Happy Samhain!
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